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Alternative energy alternative interns 
. . 

Eastern Energy doors open to all ages, not just students, for fall internships 
BY ERIN SCHULTZ I STAFF WRITER 

In the middle of a major professional change, Jane 
Besso said she had been trying to .findways to "stay 
connected" during thejob hunt. 

The 59-year-old recently left a long career in proj­
ect management at Columbia House music to try 
to break into the renewable energy field, something 
she said she's been passionate about since the solar 
panel craze of the 1970s. . 

So last month, the former New York City resident 
took the first internship of her life at Eastern Energy 
Systems in Mattituck, believing that the experience 
will be invaluable to market herself. 

"They will see that I'm not just sitting around," 
she said of prospective employers. "The internship 
is helping to point me to where I wan.t to go." 

After having interns this past spring, Eastern En­
ergy Systems - designers and installers of solar, 
wind and geothermal energy systems since 2006 
- is hosting another internship program this fall to 
those looking to break into the fledgling field of al­
ternative energy. 

But some interns like Ms. Besso aren't traditional 
college students, and others like 23-year-old Nuria 
Moreno, commute for hours for the experience. 

A native ofEI Salvador, Ms. Moreno lives in Phila­
delphia and just got her undergraduate degree in 
marketing. She works in retail to pay the bills and has 
made the 200-mile trip for the internship tlu'ee times 
so far, but she contributes to the company mostly on 
a remote basis. 

A survivor of non-Hodgkin lymphoma, cancer that 
starts in the cells and spreads to the lymph nodes, Ms. 
Moreno is also passionate about creating a healthier 
world through clean energy. She firmly believes the 
state of the environment, especially in her native 
country, had something to do with her cancer. 

At Eastern Energy Systems, she said she's interest­
ed in developing diffeientmarketing strategies for 
alternative energy. 

"So people can see what's going on in the world," 
she said. 

AI Harsch, director of corporate relations and 
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Nuria Moreno, 23, of Philadelphia and Jane Besso, 59, formerly of New York City, consider this model wind turbine a 
'wheel of fortune' they hope will put them on a new career path. Both are nontraditional interns at Eastern Energy 
Systems in Mattituck. 

business development for Eastern Energy Systems, 
said that the company intentionally wanted to reach 
out to non-traditional interns like Ms. Besso and Ms. 
Moreno this time around. 

"We're reaching out to people who can't be here 
everyday, for one." he said. "This is the digital age. 
People communicate via e-mail and texting. There's 
just not much face-to-face anymore." . ' 

Mr. Harsch, who describes interns like Ms. Besso 
as "mature mid-career experienced people," added 
that the company decided to look at the program 

with different eyes, calling the internship "free 
schooling." . 

"It's more-hands-on than school," he said. "I think 
it looks better on a resume that you had experience 
in a company." 

"We didn't want to limit it this ti!Ile," added Claire 
Nassauer, the company's marketing and advertising 
specialist. "The internship is open·to anyone who 
has the passion to do it." . 

Mr. Harsch, who said he left a different career "at 
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