


N
o
o....,

»
c
G'l
C
Vl
-i
9'

Z
rn
:;:;:
Vl
o»
.-<

gy for the winter months," he
said. "That [turbine] will com­
pletely take care of all my elec­
tricity needs."

Minnick, who installed a
45-foot turbine last year at his
parents' home in Laurel, where
he lives, said many people have
the wrong idea about turbineb

"You can't see it from' the
road or half the places in the
yard, and it doesn't make a lot
of noise," he said of his turbine.
"I don't think anybody knows
it's here."

Arguments against residen­
tial wind turbines generally
center on allegations that they
are eyesores in the neighbor­
hood, create noise and kill
birds. Little research has been
done on the effect small wind
systems have on birds; a 2001
study by the National Wind Co­
ordinating Collaborative found
commercial wind generators" ~

which are hundreds of feet tall, ~
caused just more than two bird §;
deaths per turbine per year. :<

As for the noise, the Southold
Town Renewable Energy Com­
mittee reported that the decibel
level of small turbines in heavy,
winds is usually no louder than
60 dB - or the equivalent ofnor­
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so they're going to be discuss­
ing it in the very near future,"
said Tiffany Scarlato, East
Hampton assistant town attor­
ney, who drafted the proposal.

Planning to install turbines
Yet, some people, tired ofwait­

ing for the towns to develop and
pass new codes, are planning to
install turbines with or without
municipal consent.

Don Jayanaha, 43, of Matti­
tuck has been working with
Minnick to install a 37-foot tur­
bine beside his home within
the next three months - even
if that means putting a flag on
the turbine's pole, because
town code expressly exempts
flagpoles frqm height restric­
tions. The turbine will cost ap­
proximately $12,000.

"I'm determined to do what is
good for the environment," Jay­
anaha said. "All these people,
they talk about these things and
nothing gets done. I'm going to
take my own initiative."

Jayanaha already paid
$25,000 in May to install solar
panels on his home, and he sells
excess energy back to LIPA. His '
energy bill is negative $44 in

of the the summertime, he said.
now,· - 'Yrreed 1iftte-tr mo

erate 4,000 to 6,000 kwh.
"The idea of this wind code

was that we recognize there's
still work to be done with the
technology, but we wanted to
be proactive and get someting
on the books to allow for it in
the future," Russell said.

In East Hampton the town
board is circulating a draft pro­
posal to revise its code among
members.

The town's current code re­
quires any wind generator to
gain approval of the town board.
The new code would transfer su­
pervision to the Architectural
Review Board and set up differ­
ent requirements for two types
of generators - those that at­
tach to a roof and those that
mount to a ground tower.

Minnick said he didn't recom­
mend rooftop generators for
homes because the vibrations
from the spinning blades can
uproot nails. Some companies
do have generators specially de­
signed for rooftops of commer­
cial buildings.

Under the East Hampton
code only the tower-mounted
generators would require a pub­
lic hearing.

"It's been in front
:(jWlrUoarcfforsoD.re"f

Southold Town Alternative
and Renewable Energy Com­
mittee, a seven-member group
formed in August 2006.

Southold Town Supervisor
Scott Russell, however, said
the town probably wouldn't re­
visit the issue any time soon.
He said turbines up to 35 feet
high are permitted on residen­
tial properties under the exist­
ing building code. A turbine of
that size could potentially gen-

'I'm determined to do

what is good for the

environment. All
these people, they

talk about these

things and nothing
gets done. I'm going

to take my own

initiative.'

town's restrictions."

Growing interest in mills is in the wind on LI
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Codes lacking
Most Long Island towns

have nothing on the books ad­
dressing wind energy, and
those that do have codes that
were written up to 20 years ago
when the technology was differ­
ent, Raacke said.

At least two towns, Southold
and East Hampton, are working
to change that.

The Southold Town Board
adopted a new code July 17
aimed at the owners of farms
and wineries. It establishes
guidelines for installing genera­
tors for properties larger than
seven acres.

Under the code, turbines can't
be more than 120 feet high and
cannot produce more than 25
kilowatts, or 30,000 to 40,000
kilowatt-hours, of energy. (A
kilowatt-hour is the unit ofener­
gy most used when describing
electrical energy, and is equal to
the work done by one kilowatt
acting for one hour.)

"We are going to look at resi-
dential, but we needed to start - Don Jayanaha of Mattituck.
someplace," said Marie Do- who is planning to install a
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